Verrucous carcinoma: a possible viral pathogenesis.
Seventeen cases of verrucous carcinoma of the oral cavity were reviewed. It was found that cytologic features generally associated with viral modification were observed in 15 of these cases. This finding suggests that viruses may play some role in the pathogenesis of verrucous carcinoma. The hypothesis that an opportunistic, persistent virus may act in concert with frank carcinogens to promote the development of verrucous carcinoma is discussed.